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This bold new history recovers an unknown American Revolution as seen through the eyes of
Boston-born painter John Singleton Copley.Boston in the 1740s: a bustling port at the edge of
the British empire. A boy comes of age in a small wooden house along the Long Wharf, which
juts into the harbor, as though reaching for London thousands of miles across the ocean.
Sometime in his childhood, he learns to draw.That boy was John Singleton Copley, who
became, by the 1760s, colonial America’s premier painter. His brush captured the faces of his
neighbors―ordinary men like Paul Revere, John Hancock, and Samuel Adams―who would
become the revolutionary heroes of a new United States. Today, in museums across America,
Copley’s brilliant portraits evoke patriotic fervor and rebellious optimism.The artist, however, did
not share his subjects’ politics. Copley’s nation was Britain; his capital, London. When rebellion
sundered Britain’s empire, both kin and calling determined the painter’s allegiances. He sought
the largest canvas for his talents and the safest home for his family. So, by the time the United
States declared its independence, Copley and his kin were in London. He painted America’s
revolution from a far shore, as Britain’s American War.An intimate portrait of the artist and his
extraordinary times, Jane Kamensky’s A Revolution in Color masterfully reveals the world of the
American Revolution, a place in time riven by divided loyalties and tangled sympathies. Much
like the world in which he lived, Copley’s life and career were marked by spectacular rises and
devastating falls. But though his ambivalence cost him dearly, the painter’s achievements in both
Britain and America made him a towering figure of both nations’ artistic legacies.8 pages of
color; 50 illustrations

"Far from a born partisan, Copley could have gone either way. Kamensky’s great
accomplishment is to leave readers pulled by different audiences, demands, and political
allegiances right along with him."― Caitlin Fitz, The Atlantic"A memorable journey into the
transatlantic world in the age of revolution through a close study of the greatest colonial
American artist. Kamensky, a historian with an art historian’s sensibility, provides a brilliant
survey of John Singleton Copley’s life, work, and subjects, vivified by a detailed examination of
letters, diaries, and official records, many previously untapped, to involve the reader in the
emotional and sensory experience of living in those tumultuous times."― Jules Prown, Yale
University"Vivid, intimate, and richly detailed, Jane Kamensky’s biography of John Singleton
Copley illuminates the deeply intertwined worlds of America and England at the moment of their
violent divorce. The career of the great painter from Boston provides a wonderfully fresh and
surprising perspective on the American Revolution, on the scope of artistic ambition, and on the
high costs of divided loyalty."― Stephen Greenblatt, author of The Swerve"Jane Kamensky has
not only crafted a stunning biography but also a truly singular account of the American



Revolution. A Revolution in Color masterfully unravels any easy distinctions between patriots
and loyalists."― Amanda Foreman, author of The World Made by Women"The greatest
American artist of the eighteenth century, John Singleton Copley, preferred life in Britain,
escaping from the bitter civil war that we call the American Revolution. In this brilliantly insightful
and lucidly written biography, Jane Kamensky reveals the age of revolution in fresh new tones as
complex and compelling as the interplay of light and shade in the finest Copley painting."― Alan
Taylor, author of American Revolutions"A pleasure to read from first page to last, Jane
Kamensky’s exploration of the life, work and tumultuous times of John Singleton Copley is itself
a masterpiece. Like all excellent portraitists, Kamensky probes deeply into the character of her
subject, as deft with the small, revealing detail as she is with the sweeping strokes of landscape
and setting. Both gripping narrative history and insightful art criticism, A Revolution in Color is a
genre-busting tour de force."― Geraldine Brooks, author of The Secret Chord"Beautifully written
and elegant, A Revolution in Color gives us a vibrant and new perspective on the conflict
between America and Great Britain, a conflict the ambitious John Singleton Copley embodied.
Jane Kamensky enriches our understanding of this vital time in world history."― Annette Gordon-
Reed, author of "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs""Richly resourced, prismatic, dynamic, factually
and psychologically revelatory, and ebulliently spiked with political insights and ironies,
Kamensky’s biography provides an intimate view of the American Revolution and its immediate
aftermath as seen through the "acute, penetrating" gaze of a masterful artist."― Donna Seaman,
Booklist (starred)"There may never be a better biography of Copley than this sumptuous,
exquisitely told story of a man and his time."― Kirkus Reviews (starred)About the AuthorJane
Kamensky is professor of history at Harvard University and the Pforzheimer Director of the
Schlesinger Library at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study. Her many books include A
Revolution in Color and The Exchange Artist, a finalist for the George Washington Book Prize.
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FL Minzy, “Copley's life comes alive in this book!. I enjoyed everything about this book. It is very
well written. From his youth and adulthood in America to his success in Britain, we have a better
understanding of Copley's life and talent. If you enjoy American art history, this book is for you.”

SMR, “Good. Came in a timely was and was in great condition.”

Kevin M. Derby, “Vivid Take on Important Colonial American Painter. Jane Kamensky offered a
solid and readable take on a leading American painter in “A Revolution in Color: The World of
John Singleton Copley." Kamensky does a fine job of blending primary and secondary sources
together. Generally an engaging writer, Kamensky tries to capture Copley in his times. While that
can lead to some conjecturing on minor matters, for the most part, Kamensky stays grounded as
she showcases some of his leading paintings. It’s a bit of a juggling act. Some of the readers
with a background in the arts will want to overlook her focus on history; historically minded
readers might dash ahead when Kamensky dwells on Copley’s paintings. I wish the publishers
had included more plates and pictures though the ones included are clear. A good addition to
the bookshelf but be ready to focus on a number of different subjects in this vivid biography. I’d
offer 4.25 stars if possible which rounds down. Recommended.”

bruce r macpherson, “A Great Biography of a Great Artist. I loved this book. Jane Kamensky is a
wonderful writer and historian as befits her position as a Professor of History at Harvard. Art
lovers and American history buffs alike will enjoy this book. Copley was America's first master
artist, rising from a humble home on Long Wharf in Boston to become a wealthy portraitist, who
owned a large estate on Beacon Hill next to his friend and neighbor, the rich merchant, John
Hancock. But Copley wanted more. Specifically, he yearned for recognition by England's artistic
elite and in 1774 he left America for Europe never to return. Kamensky tells Copley's
complicated story in rich detail and with verve. To complement her superb rendition of Copley's
life I purchased a copy of the catalog from the 1995 exhibition "John Singleton Copley in
America", which brings Copley's extraordinary portraits to life.”

Christopher C. Tew, “A Lot of Copely Yields a New View of the American Revolution. I didn't find
the focus on John Singleton Copely to be as interesting as Staiti's The American Revolution
through Painters' Eyes with its variety of painters, but Kamensky made Copely and his work
more interesting than I expected. I wish the publisher hadn't grouped all the color reproductions
into the center and had put them within the proper chapters, but that would certainly have added
prohibitively to the cost of the book. The reproductions are well done, and within the chapters
are b&w illustrations of other works or occasionally the same work so that the reader can see
important aspects of Copely's growth as an artist, clothing and furnishings, and posture and
setting without having to constantly flip over to the center section's color. I appreciate this history



through art approach. Maybe some day the material will be available to do a similar book
through a musician's ears!”

WhovianJim, “Great Book. If you like history, art and biography you'll love this book. It's rather
long but the author intertwines historical events with the life of the artist, John Singleton Copley,
and weaves an interesting picture of his life.”

David J. Sharpe, “the great American painter. This biography of Copley, the great American
painter, uses his life and work in pre-Revolutionary Boston and in post-Revolutionary London as
the framework of the political and social history of the first American civil war. With deep
research, critical appraisal, and warm style, Prof. Kamensky puts the history of art to work
alongside the history of peoples on both sides of the Atlantic.”

james r. diaz, “A unique perspective on the period and the American Revolution .... A unique
perspective on the period and the American Revolution in particular. The author has herself
painted an insightful narrative of the artist and his time despite the substantial lack of the amount
of first hand information and documentation that lends itself to say the characterisations of the
Adams' who left behind such a wealth of correspondence. The story itself is informative and
through the various works of the artist crafts a multidimensional portrait of his life.”

The book by Ritchie Fliegler has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 41 people have provided feedback.
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